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Introduction:

On 16 December 2017, Swiss ketch Fleur de Passion docked at Cebu Yacht Club on Mactan 
Island in the Philippines, opposite Cebu City. The boat had stopped earlier in December at Cebu 
commercial harbour, arriving from Manado in Indonesia. But her berthing in the tiny marina in the 
presence of HE Mrs Andrea Reichlin, Ambassador of Switzerland to the Philippines, and the Mayor 
of Lapu-Lapu city, Mrs Paz C. Radaza, marked the official arrival of The Ocean Mapping 
Expedition in the country and the beginning of a six-week long stopover with no equivalent since 
the departure of the expedition from Seville in 2015.

For a boat sailing around the world in the wake of Magellan, the stop in Cebu/Mactan was of 
particular significance since Cebu was the point of entry of Christianity in the Philippines when the 
Portuguese navigator landed in April 1521, while Mactan is the small island where he got killed a 
few weeks later in a battle against local chief Lapu-Lapu and his warriors who resisted conversion.

Needless to say that this fundamental chapter of the history of the Philippines gave a huge 
exposure to the presence of the boat and the expedition, and a very special flavor to the various 
events organized on this occasion: a press conference on the day following the official arrival, an 
event organized by the Embassy to the specific attention of the local Swiss community, and the 
participation of Fleur de Passion in the Sinulog, the fluvial parade celebrating the arrival of 
Christianity in the country, in January 2018.

During the press conference, The Ocean Mapping Expedition furthermore officialized the launch of 
a fourth scientific program: The Winds of Change consisting in monitoring greenhouse gases on 
the surface of the oceans, in partnership with the University of Geneva. The press conference was 
held in the presence of Prof Daniel McGinnis, responsible of the program, who had come 
specifically from Geneva to install the new equipments on board Fleur de Passion.


Hereafter is a selection of mainly Filipino and Swiss media coverage stemming among others from 
this press conference.
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Philippino Media:

https://akongsugbu.com/t/the-boat-that-loves-life-is-in-cebu/2369

http://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/158046/ocean-mapping-global-sailing-trip

http://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/local-news/2017/12/20/swiss-boat-expedition-arrives-lapu-lapu-
city-580644

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/158120/expedition-trains-sights-pollution

http://www.philstar.com/cebu-news/2017/12/21/1770554/german-vessel-join-sinulog-fluvial-parade

http://www.sunstar.com.ph/superbalita-cebu/balita/2017/12/20/barkong-langyaw-mosalmot-sa-
fluvial-sa-sinulog-580726

http://escooped.com/12406/ocean-mapping-expedition-map-greenhouse-gases-surface-oceans-
wake-magellan/

https://web.facebook.com/balitangbisdak/videos/1826108497419434/

https://web.facebook.com/baitvcebu/videos/375189279592776/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep8qfw_JUqk

https://web.facebook.com/lapulapucity/videos/1633498393355920/?_rdc=1&_rdr

https://mayanaroundtown.com/2017/12/29/on-board-the-fleur-de-passion-on-an-ocean-mapping-
expedition-around-the-world/

http://www.phliv.com/2018/01/ocean-mapping-expedition-to-map.html

http://zeelifestylecebu.com/part-ocean-mapping-expedition/

https://www.facebook.com/phliv/posts/393053687785354

https://fr.globalvoices.org/2018/01/22/220540/

http://theworldwidetimes.net/ocean-mapping-expedition-tracing-magellans-voyage-reaches-the-
philippines/

Swiss Media:

https://www.tdg.ch/savoirs/environnement/suisses-traquent-methane-ocean/story/14206777

https://www.swissinfo.ch/fre/des-scientifiques-suisses-traquent-le-méthane-dans-l-océan/43775202
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https://www.24heures.ch/savoirs/environnement/suisses-traquent-methane-ocean/story/14206777

http://www.20min.ch/ro/news/suisse/story/Des-Suisses-traquent-le-methane-dans-l-
ocean-14548878

https://www.lematin.ch/suisse/Des-Suisses-traquent-le-methane-dans-l-ocean/story/14206777

https://www.laliberte.ch/news-agence/detail/des-scientifiques-suisses-traquent-le-methane-dans-l-
ocean/421044

https://www.lenouvelliste.ch/articles/lifestyle/techno-et-sciences/ocean-mapping-une-expedition-
scientifique-et-sociale-sous-pavillon-suisse-724676

https://www.rfj.ch/rfj/Actualite/Monde/Des-scientifiques-suisses-traquent-le-methane-dans-l-
ocean.html

http://www.agirinfo.com/?p=44646

Anglo-saxon Media:

https://oceanhub.com/@ocean-mapping-expedition/the-ocean-mapping-expedition-to-map-the-
greenhouse-gases-at-the-surface-of-the-oceans-in-the-wake-of

Other Media

http://www.cdu.urbanisme.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/veille-littoral-et-milieux-marins-du-22-
decembre-a27682.html

https://north-korea.news/news=316356
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